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Autumn Production — Nov 8th/9th/10th

Philip de Glanville reports

Those who read these columns avidly
may have caught glimpses of something
going on on Friday evenings for the past
year or so. Coyly secreted under
headlines like “Ladies Who Lurch” and
“Dance Is Work” have been snippets
about that intrepid group of FDC
members who have been tap-step-ball-
changing for all they are worth every
week, in the hopes of starring in this
year's Autumn Production of Stepping
Out.

Well — I'm very pleased to announce that
our troupe of galumphing ducklings, who
took their first faltering tap-steps under
Janice Alden’s watchful eye last summer,
are now looking like elegant swans as
they strut their stuff with hats and canes.
Debbie Willams has taken up the
challenge of choreographing the show
and has done wonders with them.

Rehearsals, which have had to be just
once a week because of the on-going tap
lessons, started at the beginning of July
and are going really well. We had a bit of
a worry for a while because Jo Quintero,
who was going to play Rose, became ill
and had to drop out, but thankfully Sally
Langley has stepped in to save the day
and the group has gelled beautifully.

Life and art run alongside each other in
this lovely feel-good comedy. An ill-
assorted group of seven women and one
man gather every week to develop their
tap-dancing skills, taught by Mavis Turner

— an ex-professional dancer. Piano
accompaniment to the lessons s
provided by the dour Mrs Fraser.

Week by week, and scene by scene, as
we watch their pitiful efforts we learn
more about their lives and what has
brought them to this dingy North London
church hall. Then Mavis announces that
they have been invited to take part in a
Charity Gala, and suddenly the pressure
is on. It seems impossible to believe that
they will ever be ready to appear in
public...

Sylvia (Lou Hindley) taking advantage of
Geoffrey (Felix Byrne) in the garden
The cast is as follows:
Mavis Turner Saz Kiernan

Mrs Fraser Lesley Swinburn
Lynne Jade Taylor
Dorothy Denise Gibbons
Maxine Joanne Plenty
Andy Keely Beresford
Geoffrey Felix Byrne

Sylvia Louse Hindley

Rose Sally Langley

Vera Heather de Glanville



There are several fresh faces, as is usual
in our productions! New to FDC this time
are Saz Kiernan, who studied at Northern
Contemporary Dance in Leeds, and Jo
Plenty and her sister Sally Langley who
have a lifelong history of performing
(acting and dancing) with Frome
Operatic. Denise Gibbons has been a
Committee Member for the past couple of
years and had a walk-on part in ‘Allo ‘Allo
and Lou Hindley's first and only
appearance on stage was memorably as
Sairy-Lucy’s Polly (with the old pram) in

one major change of scenery, so we are
hoping for plenty of volunteers. Bill
Jacques has already designed the set,
which is going to look fantastic (authentic
church hall circa 1985), and won't need a
great deal of construction in advance but
we will need a sizeable team on the day —
get in is Sunday 4th November at 10:00
a.m.

A date for your diaries: PreliminarX
Production Meeting — Wednesday 5'
Sept at 8pm in The Packhorse. Do come

Cold Comfort Farm. and have a drink with us, have a look at
Bil's model of the set, and sign up to help
We shall need quite a lot of help in one way or another. It will be great fun!
backstage — there are lots of quick
changes of costume during the show and PMdeG
Oh No I don't like that!

Over the last few months a select sub-group of the FDC committee have been exercising
their artistic and design skills to produce a logo for the club and a publicity “postcard” to
advertise ourselves and attract new members. It would be true to say that artistic
temperaments did not always coincide and healthy disagreement took place — but it would
be also true to say that these meetings were a lot of fun. You have seen the finished logo
at the top of this newsletter. Soon we will have the postcard printed and ready to distribute

— you can see the finished result here:

Parting is such sweet sorrow

| couldn’t have put it better myself! Sorrow as we are losing a prominent member but sweet
because of where he is heading. Later this month Martin Coat will embark on a 3 year course
at the Oxford School of Drama after which he’ll launch himself into the professional arena.
Anyone who has enjoyed Martin’s work for FDC will not be surprised by this news. Over the
last 3 or 4 years he has grown in confidence stagecraft and, above all, talent. He has a great
stage presence and has shown himself to be a team player who always works hard and
supports his fellow cast.

So, Martin, we will miss you but we wish you the very best of luck at Oxford and success in
your future professional career

N.B. In the next Newsletter (November) it is hoped there will be a contribution from Martin
about his time with FDC and his first term as a full time thesp.



Spring Production 2008 - A Street Car Named Desire.

Geoff Hunt writes

Hello everyone. Just to let you all know that we will be holding open auditions for Streetcar
Named Desire on Wednesday 26™ at 8.00pm at the Merlin. There is a range of parts
ranging from the “Biggies” to the cameos. Here is the list of Characters and a brief
breakdown of what they do. The show is going on in April 2008 and we will be doing some
character workshops leading up to Christmas but these are not compulsory so they won't
clash with any commitment you may have for Stepping Out. Scripts are available if you
want to read up and a quick practice of your American accent would probably not go

amiss!! See you all there.

Character List

Blanche DuBois

Stella’s older sister around the age of
thirty

She was a high school English teacher in
Laurel, Mississippi, until she was forced
to leave her post. Though she has strong
sexual urges and has had many lovers,
she puts on the airs of a woman who has
never known indignity.

Stella Kowalski

Blanche’s younger sister, about twenty-
five years old

Of a mild disposition that visibly sets her
apart from her more vulgar neighbours.
Stella married lower-class Stanley, with
whom she shares a robust sexual
relationship. After Blanche’s arrival, Stella
is torn between her sister and her
husband

Stanley Kowalski

The husband of Stella. about thirty years
old

Stanley, who works as an auto-parts
salesman, is the epitome of vital force. He
is loyal to his friends, passionate to his
wife, and heartlessly cruel to Blanche. He
wishes to destroy Blanche’'s social
pretensions.,

Harold “Mitch” Mitchell

Stanley’s army friend, about thirty years
old

He courts Blanche until he finds out that
she lied to him about her sordid past. He
is clumsy, sweaty, and has unrefined
interests like muscle building, Mitch is
more sensitive and more gentlemanly
than Stanley and his other friends and
lives with his mother who is slowly dying.

GH

Eunice

Stella’s upstairs neighbour, and landlady
about 40 years old

Eunice and her husband, Steve,
represent the low-class, carnal life that
Stella has chosen for herself.

A Young Collector

A teenager

He comes to the Kowalskis’ door to
collect for the newspaper when Blanche
is home alone. The boy Ileaves
bewildered after Blanche hits on him and
gives him a passionate farewell kiss.

Steve

Stanley’s poker buddy who lives upstairs
with his wife, Eunice.

Like Stanley, Steve is a brutish, hot-
blooded, physically fit male and an
abusive husband.

Pablo

Stanley’s poker buddy.

Like Stanley and Steve, Steve is
physically fit and brutish.

A Doctor
At the play’s finale, the doctor arrives to
whisk Blanche off to an asylum

A Mexican Woman

A vendor of Mexican funeral decorations
who frightens Blanche by issuing the
plaintive call “Flores para los muertos,”
which means “Flowers for the dead.”

A Nurse



Three Cheers For Herod’'s Page

# #

Lesley in The Crucible

.................. Lesley Swinburn
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A considerable number of us gathered upstairs at The Packhorse on Monday 16™ August
to read “The Matchmaker” by Thornton Wilder. On reading this review you’ll be sorry you
weren’t there!

Selfishly | chose this play because | performed in it some 11 years ago and loved it. Every
single part - small, medium or large - is a gem and the author gives as much care with the
quality and humour of a one-liner from a passing waiter as he does with a one page
speech from a central character.

It is a farce set in New York and its suburb of Yonkers in the late nineteenth century and it
is a fairly lengthy play. Any worries | had about American accents, the full speed energy
and the possibility of running out of time all evaporated within seconds.

There was a great turn out of people, including a couple of Bradfordian players brought
along by Keely Beresford. Everyone participated with great enthusiasm and the delightful
story revealed itself at a cracking pace amid howls of laughter. Without a doubt, one of the
best play reading evenings ever.

Should any director out there be tempted to do a period farce then look no further than

“The Matchmaker”.
MH

- these take place every month at 8 pm at The Packhorse in
Christchurch Street - all welcome - to read or just listen.

September 10th — Loot

To be led by Calum Grant

A masterpiece of black farce, Loot follows the fortunes of two young thieves. Dennis is a
hearse driver for an undertaker. He and Hal rob the bank next door to the funeral parlour
and return to Hal's home to hide out with the loot. Hal's mother has just died and the money
is hidden in the coffin, while her body keeps turning up around the house. Fay (the dead
mother’s nurse) is suspicious and trying to get the recently bereaved Mr McLeavy to
propose... With the arrival of Inspector Truscott, (From the ‘water board’) the already
thickened plot turns topsy-turvy. A great fun farce, although it is heavily male dominated
most of the parts can be read by either gender.

October 8 " Blithe Spirit

To be led by Michael Hoskinson

On Monday 8™ October at 8.00 p.m. we will be indulging in an evening of Noel Coward
courtesy of “Blithe Spirit”. It tells the story of writer Charles Condomine, whom after inviting
a local eccentric who claims she can communicate with the dead, receives more than he
bargained for when finds both his late wife and present wife fighting for him in this world as
well as the next!

A cast of 5 women and 2 men (how refreshing!) provide some great parts and, as ever,
there will be plenty of opportunity for everyone to join in.

And remember, non-members are especially welcome so please bring along
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