
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Frome Drama Club –  
Annual General 
Meeting 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 
On 9th January 15 trusty members gathered for 
the club’s 2007 AGM. The minutes in draft form 
should soon be posted on to our website 
www.fromedrama.com but here are some edited 
highlights. 
 
Gillie Richardson expressed her pride in being 
chair during our Diamond Jubilee Year – a year 
which we, in turn, have done proud with the major 
productions “Of Mice & Men” and “It Runs in the 
Family” and the one act play “Lunch”. She spoke 
of the club going through a golden phase which, 
together with the aforementioned diamond and 
the hereafter mentioned silverware, is beginning 
to smack distinctly of bling. 
 
Much thanks was dispensed with politesse and 
even a soupçon of largesse before the baton (or 
was it a crouton?) was handed over to Treasurer, 
Michael Hoskinson, who reported excellent profits 
on our major productions – some £585 on “Of 
Mice & Men” and £1,281 on “It Runs In The 
Family”. Our bank balance as at 31st December 
2006 showed a healthy glow, standing as it did at 
£4,770.73, and this was particularly warming as 
we had incurred some hefty expenses including 
the club trailer. 
 
The last report (in every sense) came from our 
retiring secretary, Ally Maryon. With her usual 
aplomb, Ally took us through our 60th year – 
parties, play readings, Pimms on the lawn 
(apologies for Allyteration) – culminating in all the 
Phoebe Rees  nominations and awards for “Of 
Mice & Men” and our Jubilee celebrations at the 
Merlin Theatre following the first night of  “It Runs 
In The Family”. 
 
Election of officers saw the return/continuation of 
Gillie and Michael as Chair and Treasurer 
respectively. Ally formally stood down as 
Secretary and Trixie Collin was elected 
unanimously in her place. 
 
Heather de Glanville, Martin Coat, Geoff Hunt and 
Alan Woolley all stood down as committee 
members while Calum Grant, Bill Jacques, Migs 
Jacques, Tom Cant and David Riley all stepped 

in. Everyone was delighted that Ally is to remain 
as a committee member – she has been a brilliant 
secretary and she was given a well deserved vote 
of thanks. 
 
The remainder of the evening was devoted to 
lengthy discussion and debate about the future – 
whither FDC? It was not a forum for decisions but 
many interesting views were expressed. Must we 
always use the Merlin? Should our ticket prices be 
increased? How can we encourage new 
directors? What to do about developing better 
backstage skills, especially in lighting and sound? 
After show parties – where should they be held 
and who should supply the drugs? What about a 
permanent board at the Merlin with photos and 
notices?  
 
Questions, questions, questions! Let’s see what 
answers the year brings…………… 
MH 
 
 
A Change Of Editor 
 
I’m amazed to discover, by looking back through 
past issues of the FDC Newsletter, that I started 
editing this publication in its current columnised 
format in Dec 03. You may remember that in 
those days it was available only in hard copy – we 
didn’t put it on our website until a year later.  
I’ve always maintained that three years in one job 
is enough for anyone, so I was delighted when 
Migs Jacques joined the Committee at this year’s 
AGM and said she’d be happy to take over if I 
wanted a break. I’m pleased to say that Migs has 
a great deal more experience with desk-top 
publishing than I could ever hope to acquire, and 
seems to relish the idea of pushing the 
boundaries a bit further, and so with considerable 
relief, it’s goodbye from me - Philip …. 
 
… and it’s hello from me…. Migs  – and wondering 
what I have let myself in for! As a very new 
member I will do my best to carry on the great 
work that Philip has done. In time I hope that the 
newsletter will go out in the same format for all, 
web, and by post and that we may look at the logo 
and develop a consistent house style for Frome 
Drama Club. Send anything you would like to put 
in the next issue to – migsj@talktalk.net 
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Spring Production – 19 th, 20th & 21st April  

Philip de Glanville reports: 
 
Things are going pretty well for next month’s production 
of The Crucible.  The posters have been printed and will 
be going up around the town in the next couple of weeks, 
Trixie Collin is busy collecting up props, the set building 
is well under way (and the result promises to be 
spectacular - as you might expect), and the costumes 
have been ordered from The Royal Shakespeare Co at 
Stratford - no less! 
The cast has changed slightly around the edges since 
we started rehearsals at the end of January – with such 
a lot of people involved there were bound to be one or 
two early withdrawals because of other commitments – 
but the group has gelled very nicely in the past few 
weeks and is as follows: 
 

 
Lots of new names as you can see, which is lovely, plus some 'big hitters' from recent productions 
in the main roles. Please note that we still need one more male, for a very small role and (an 
optional) one line! I am hoping that someone will emerge to take this on when we get a bit closer to 
performance. Only a few rehearsals required.  
 
Just as importantly we are going to need a small ‘black gang’. I know of perhaps four people who 
would be willing to help shift scenery, but we would very glad of a few more strong arms to help 
during Production Week. It means giving up every evening – Monday 16th to Saturday 21st April to 
spend at the theatre, plus the afternoon of Friday 20th from 1.30pm for the schools’ matinee. It’s 
quite a commitment but extremely rewarding, and I very much hope that Club Members who want 
to contribute to the success of the show will come forward for this.  
I am at pmdeglanville@blueyonder.co.uk  if you would like to volunteer. Even if you can’t do every 
performance it would be worth contacting me – we may be able to arrange a rota. PMdeG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t be disappointed – get your tickets early  
see page 4 for details 
 

Cast in order of Appearance 
Betty Paris Katy Wilkes Giles Corey Bryan Williamson 
Rev. Parris David Riley Rev. John Hale Alan Burgess 
Tituba Jo Quintero Elisabeth Proctor Keeley Beresford 
Abigail Williams Jade Taylor Francis Nurse Alex Webb 
Susanna Wallcot Kara Horler Ezekiel Cheever Mike Walter 
Mrs Putnam Lesley Swinburn Marshall Herrick Terry Griffin 
Thomas Putnam Chris Parker Judge Hathorne Robert Farrell 
Mercy Lewis Donna Matthews Martha Corey  Val Atkinson ( offstage) 
Mary Warren Millie Mitchard Dep Gov.Danforth David Holt 
John Proctor Martin Coat Sarah Good Val Atkinson 
Rebecca Nurse Gillie Richardson Hopkins TBA 
Additional Girls in Forest / Courtroom: Rebecca French; Sarah Inman; Sarah Wingrove 

Be a Part of it  



Play Readings  – these take place every month at 8 pm at The Packhorse in Christchurch 
Street - all welcome - to read or just listen. 
 
March 19 th   
“Blue Remembered Hills” & “Joes Ark” 
This will be a Dennis Potter double bill.  
'Blue Remembered Hills' is about a group of children living in the West Country during the Second World 
War and contains a clear message of how innocent play and juvenile relationships can reveal more 
undesirable adult traits, and how these traits build to a climatic loss of innocence for all the children at the 
end of the play.  
'Joe's Ark' is about Joe dealing with the approaching death of his 18 year old daughter. The play is 
beautifully crafted and often heartbreaking as Joe comes to terms with the inevitable and struggles with 
his faith. However like most Potter plays 'Joe's Ark' also has 'an intrinsic comedy' about it.  Calum Grant  
 
April    - no play reading – Crucible production 
 
May 14 th May  
“Dangerous Corner” by J B Priestley 
“We spend too much of our time telling lies and acting them, don’t we?” observes on of the guests. A 
dinner party; a musical box; three couples; an inquisitive American novelist; and, last but not least, a 
suicide – or was it? 
Sounds intriguing, doesn’t it? Find out more by coming along to May’s play reading of. It has a mixed cast 
of 4 women and 3 men and, like Priestley’s better known piece “An Inspector Calls”, it is a time play where 
things aren’t always as they seem. What if the characters had a second chance; if, at the dangerous 
corner, they had taken a different turning? 
 
June  - over to you 
 
Currently, we have no chosen play for the June reading. It would be great to receive suggestions from 
members who have a favourite play they would love to hear read. If so, please communicate with Michael 
Hoskinson either by phone on 454247 or via the club’s email address – fromedramaclub@hotmail.com 
 

 

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 
Vs  OSCAR WILDE 
 
This year’s play reading sessions kicked off on 
22nd January with Tennessee Williams’ classic “A 
Streetcar Named Desire”. Set in a 1940’s New 
Orleans summer, temperature, tempers and 
tantrums almost melt together in the 
claustrophobic apartment in which the action 
takes place. 
 
The reading was led by Geoff Hunt who proposes 
to direct the play as the club’s Spring 2008 
production. With an excellent turn out and some 
seductive southern drawls on display, Geoff was 
left with plenty of jumbolaya ’n’ grits to ruminate 
over (that’s food for thought to you and me) with 
characters and casting. 
 
To everyone’s surprise this heavyweight play 
contains a great parrot joke told by probably the 
least likely character. To find out what it is you will 
need to attend auditions in the autumn or buy a 
ticket next Spring! 
 
Oscar Wilde didn’t do parrot jokes but if he did 
then they’d be the best parrot jokes in the world –  

probably. Instead, he creates wonderfully over the 
top caricatures and distributes wit and stupidity in 
delightfully unequal measure. On 19th February 
the choice for play reading was “Lord Arthur 
Savile’s Crime” adapted from a Wilde short story 
by Constance Cox. 
 
Again, a goodly number turned up and huddled 
around the gas fire of the upper room at the 
Packhorse. The play has a surreal quality 
evidenced by the fact that nobody bats an eyelid 
concerning Lord Arthur’s need to murder a relative 
to comply with a palm reading – the only real 
argument is about how best one should go about 
it. Wilde was there before Wodehouse with a 
master and servant relationship all about face:- 
 
Arthur:  Baines…you must remember I haven’t 
had your advantages. I only went to Eton and 
Oxford. 
Baines: I understand, my lord. We cannot all be 
so fortunate as to have been educated at 
elementary schools. 
 
The more we read the more we laughed and the 
promised tears of laughter before bedtime were 
duly delivered. I still think there could have been 
an exploding parrot… 
MH 

www.fromedrama.com 
 



Be a Part of it 

FDC Spring Production – The Crucible by Arthur Miller  
19th 20th & 21st April at the Merlin Theatre 
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The Garden presented by 
Shams Theatre 
 
Wednesday 7th March @ 7.45pm 
Merlin Theatre Frome 
 
Geoff and I were lucky enough to see this 
wonderful piece at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival last year. Whenever we go to the 
festival we always say that we will experience 
a mix of the good, the bad and the ugly. Well 
this little nugget was the exceptional! 
 
It is a super play. As you settle into your seat 
you know you are in for a good hour or so of 
entertainment the minute that the 
performance starts. The production uses 
some very clever projection that just makes 
you smile a wry ‘I’m going to like this’ sort of 
smile. 
The entire piece is performed by one actor; 
he assumes the persona of several 
characters aided only with a wheelbarrow & a 
few simple props.  
 
The story follows the thoughts and 
experiences of one man as he prepares to 
clear the house of his deceased Uncle. It 
explores the secrets of the past & how it is 
possible to uncover the pieces of a life and fit 
them together. As if this is not enough, the 
story of the Lost Gardens of Heligan is 
cleverly woven into the plot. 
 

I was entranced by this production and had a 
feeling similar to that experienced when 
reaching the end of a really good book, a 
sense of loss that it is over but enriched for 
having experienced it. 
 
Please find the time to go and see this play, I 
am sure that you will enjoy it. 

Denise Hunt 
 

A Home For FDC’s Trailer? 
 
The Club spent quite a lot of money last 
summer buying a box trailer to carry flats to 
and from the Merlin and it proved very useful 
for It Runs in The Family. We saved a couple 
of hundred pounds on  not having to hire a 
van 
Since then the trailer has been sitting on 
Philip and Heather’s drive. It isn’t a very 
practical place to keep it because backing it 
in and out is something of a nightmare, and 
the gateposts are suffering. The Committee 
are wondering if anyone knows of a bit of 
hard-standing with easy access, somewhere 
where it could sit between productions. We 
would only need to move it two or three times 
a year. If you have any suggestions as to 
where it could be kept long term we would be 
very pleased to hear from you – please email 
us at 
fromedramaclub@hotmail.com or ring 01373 
472997. Thanks. 
  
 
  


